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way. "Albeit" it begins, "albeit I have no par-
ticular matter to write unto you, beloved sister,
yet I could not refrain to write these few lines to
you in declaration of my remembrance of you.
True it is that I have many whom I bear in equal
remembrance before God with you, to whom at
present I write nothing, either for that I esteem
them stronger than you, and therefore they need
the less my rude labours, or else because they have
not provoked me by their writing to recompense
their remembrance." * His " sisters in Edinburgh"
had evidently to " provoke" his attention pretty
constantly; nearly all his letters are, on the face
of them, answers to questions, and the answers are
given with a certain crudity that I do not find
repeated when he writes to those he really cares for.
So when they consult him about women's apparel
(a subject on which his opinion may be pretty
correctly imagined by the ingenious reader for
himself) he takes occasion to anticipate some of
the most offensive matter of the " First Blast " in a
style of real brutality.2 It is not merely that he
tells them " the garments of women do declare
their weakness and inability to execute the office
of man," though that in itself is neither very wise
nor very opportune in such a correspondence one
would think ; but if the reader will take the trouble
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